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PASS USDOC/SPIS-STRAUSS LEON 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, MASS, TU 

SUB J : PRODUCT OPPORTUNITY-MILITARY SURPLUS SPARE PARTS 

1 . IN UNUSAL DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL INACCESSABILITY, CHIEF OF 
PROCUREMENT, TURKISH LAND FORCES COMMAND, COL. IBRAHIM BALKAN 
INVITED COMATT AND ASSISTANT TO CALL ON HIM MARCH 23. UPSHOT 

OF CORDIAL ENCOUNTER WAS THAT TLFC ACKNOWLEDGED ITS DEPENDENCE 
ON U.S. SUPPLY SOURCES FOR MILITARY SPARES BUT WAS EXPERIENCING 
DIFFICULTY GETTING IN TOUCH WITH REPUTABLE SUPPLIERS. BALKAN 
SADI HE HAD SOME EXPERIENCE WITH FIRMS WHOSE PRICES HE BELIEVED 
TO BE OUT OF LINE AND WHICH WERE OTHERWISE OF QUESTIONABLE 
RELIABILITY. HE ASKED IF WE COULD PROVIDE LIST OF EXPORTERS OF 
SURPLUS SPARE PARTS WHICH WOULD PERMIT TLFC TO AVOID, AS FAR 
AS POSSIBLE, DEALING THROUGH MIDDLEMEN. HE INDICATED SOME 
URGENCY. REQUESTING RESPONSE "ASAP". 

2. IN REPLY TO OUR REQUEST FOR MORE SPECIFIC DESCRIPTION OF ITEMS 
IN WHICH TLFC INTERESTED, BALKAN ENUMERATED FOLLOWING AS 
EXAMPLE PARTS FOR VEHICLES, TANKS (M-47S AND M-48S), AND 
HELICOPTERS; AVIONIC AND ELECTRONIC SPARE PARTS; OPTICAL ITEMS; 

AND "RAW MATERIALS” SUCH AS LEAD, SYNTHETIC RUBBER, PVC, OTHER 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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CHEMICALS, SULFUR, NYLON YARN. AND CAVAS DUCK. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: WOULD APPRECIATE USDOC/SIPS FURNISHING 
FIVE TO TEN NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF LARGE. REPUTABLE EXPORTERS 
OF MILITARY SURPLUS SPARES WE COULD FORWARD TO TLFC. IN ADDITION, 
COL. BALKAN ASKED IF WE COULD VERIFY U.S. IDENTITY AND PROVIDE 
FULL ADDRESS OF SURPLUS DEALER HE KNEW ONLY AS "IRELAND AUTO”. 
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WE AGREED TO BE OF SUCH ASSITANCE TO HIM AS WE COULD. 

4. COMMENT. WE HAVE BELIEVED FOR SOME TIME THAT SIZABLE 
COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITIES IN MILITARY EQUIPMENT EXIST HERE, BUT 
HAVE FOUND MILITARY PROCUREMENT OFFICIALS DIFFICULT TO APPROACH 
THROUGH NON-MILITARY CHANNELS. IT WOULD THEREFORE BE HELPFUL 
TO US IF INFORMATION REQUESTED BY BALKAN COULD BE FORWARDED 
PROMPTLY. 

MACOMBER 
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